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there cited I may here add a few more. Thus among the
Basoga of Uganda " during their expedition huntsmen are
careful to abstain from washing and from any contact with
women." l Among the Kwottos of Northern Nigeria the
magical preparation of the bows and arrows, for the hunt is a
matter of great importance to the success of the enterprise.
" But this is not all, for the hunter has to put himself into a
fit state to handle his weapons after their being thus saturated
with spiritual potency. To this end the conscientious hunter
abstains from sexual intercourse for a considerable time
before the hunt; otherwise his touch would spoil the efficacy
of his weapons. No woman is allowed to touch the latter for
the same reason. Should she do so, it is believed that she
herself would become afflicted with a skin disease which would
cause her continually to scratch herself in much the same
way as a person might be scratched with an arrow. After
returning from a hunt, men commonly eschew sexual relations
for the space of up to two months. A breaking of this taboo,
it is believed, would result in illness." 2 Among the Wa-Sania
of Kenya a man does not cohabit with his wife during the
hunting season. Otherwise he believes he would have bad
luck in the chase.3
Among the Wandamba, a tribe of Tanganyika, " in each
locality there is usually a principal fundi (skilled man), who
makes the medicine and directs operations in the hunt, in
which he is assisted by several lesser mafundi, all of them
being in the employ of the chief of their tribe. For seven
days prior to the setting out of an expedition each member of
the party abstains from sexual intercourse and retires morning
and evening to a place of privacy, either in the bush or in the
enclosed courtyard (uanfa) of his house, where he bathes his
whole person thoroughly from head to foot. During the last
three days he fasts, and on the eighth day, i.e. the day before
starting, all the hunters meet together at a lonely spot in the
bush where the head fundi makes a fire and boils in a large
pot a concoction of water and the bark and leaves of the
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